
Bill and Fran (Frances Peduzzi)
Johansen will show slides and talk about
“The Italian Settlement in Bethel” at the
library on Tuesday, June 5. Fran’s grand-
father, Lorenzo Peduzzi, settled in Bethel
in 1908. Her parents bought what is now
Don Blackmer’s property on Taylor Road
in 1946. The Johansens bought their
place on Hoyt Hill Road 20 years ago.

At 7:30, while we wait for it to get
dark enough for the 8 p.m. slide pro-

Some of the Italian fam ilies’ children posed for this picture about 1914 w ith
Bethel’s River Street Bridge in the background. From left are A .J. Peduzzi,
Annie Peduzzi, Babe Fumagalli, (unknown) Rossi, and Fran Johansen’s
father, Lee Peduzzi.
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The Newsletter of the Tunbridge Historical SocietyRaffle prize tickets will be sold until
October for the Historical Society’s ninth
year of raising money to restore the 1870
North Tunbridge Baptist Church, which
is closed because of water damage.

Dinner for Four
JP and Judi Debeuf, new owners of the

Tunbridge Village Store, will cater dinner
for four within 20 miles of Tunbridge.
They have been in the restaurant business
for over 20 years, most recently owning
two restaurants in New Hampshire, one of
which was voted the best restaurant in
Southern New Hampshire.

JP trained in France and won the
nationwide “Moet et Chandon” award.
It is given for expertise and knowledge
of champagne, its history, and a meal
prepared to accompany a special bottle
of the bubbly.

Judi worked in the restaurant and
hotel industry in Boston, for the Four
Seasons Hotel and the Copley Plaza.
Their daughter Christelle, who is com-
pleting her junior year at The Sharon

Academy, is in charge of the espresso
machine and public relations.

Color Tunbridge Photograph
Parttime Tunbridge resident Stephen

Baumbach of Rivertree Photography has
donated “Tunbridge Morning,” which
he shot from Mill Bridge in the Village. 
Steve exhibited dozens of his beautiful
color photos at the library this year. Two
other recent exhibits featured ice forma-
tions in creeks and rivers and Vermont’s
granite quarries.

He makes the majority of his photo-
graphs digitally and prints the final
products himself. In his more than 25
years as a photographer Steve has taught
photography and exhibited in
Wyoming, Colorado and Massachusetts.

Antique Quilt
Ella Pappius of Tunbridge, a prize-

winning quilt maker, donated a 
mint 1940s Grandmother’s Flower
Garden Quilt.

It features green paths and meas-

Raffle Of Dinner, Photo & Quilt To Help Church Steeple Repairs
ures 76X84 inches. The quilt, which
was made in Lancaster, Pa., is hand-
pieced and hand-quilted at 8 stitches
per inch. The backing and binding
are white. 

Church Repairs
During the 1980s the Baptist con-

gregation asked the Historical Society to
join with them in the protection and use
of the church building. In recent years
the society painted the church and did
some initial repairs to the steeple. 

Since then, areas around the steeple
have leaked and portions of the inside
ceiling of the vestibule and Sunday
school room have collapsed, causing
damage to stored items. 

The estimate for repairs is more
than $27,000. Tax-deductible dona-
tions to preserve this historic town
building are welcomed. 

Raffle tickets will be sold at the
Memorial Day booth, summer histori-
cal society events and the fair. Call T
Swayze at 889-3234 for tickets. 
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Talk On Italian Settlers June 5
& Mini Program on Village Store

For information or to volunteer contact one of these officers

President: Euclid Farnham 889-3458
Vice-President: Kay Jorgensen 889-5528
Secretary: Elaine Howe 888-5560

Memberships support restoration of the North Tunbridge Church and society programs.
Annual dues: Individual $5, Students $1, Family $10, Life $50.
Thanks to Heidi Allen Goodrich for newsletter design

gram, Euclid Farnham will speak briefly
about the Tunbridge Village Store.
Some of his archive of store photos and
clippings will be displayed. (see page 3)

Bill, who is retired after 31 years as a
biology professor at Clark University in
Worcester, Mass., put together the pres-
entation, focusing on Fran’s family as
representative of Bethel’s Italian resi-
dents in the early 1900s. 

Pot Luck & Village
History Will Be
Featured On Aug. 7

The Tuesday, Aug. 7, meeting at the
Dodge-Gilman Building will begin with
a 6:30 p.m. pot luck supper with the
Good Sam Club. Club members were
enthusiastic co-hosts and guests last
year, doing the setup and providing bev-
erages, utensils and popcorn.

At 7:30 Eulid Farnham will give a new
slide talk, “Later Tunbridge: The Village,”
covering the late 1800s to the mid-1900s.

For years what we know as the Village
was called the Market. “Everything you
needed was there,” says Euclid.

Residents went to the village for
shopping, the post office, lumber, and
much more. Businesses over the years
included a sawmill, grist mill and
woolen mill, a blacksmith, millinery
shop, carriage shop and creamery.

Stagecoaches stopped in Tunbridge
and took produce to South Royalton
where trains took the products to
Boston markets.

When the town was settled the vil-
lage center was intended to be in the
geographic center, between Monarch
Hill and Whitney Hill roads across
from the Town Meeting House
Cemetery (beyond the transfer station).

It didn’t work out that way. Mills
were built on the river to the north and
south and the villages grew around
them and their jobs. The early meeting
house was dismantled in 1840 and the
new Tunbridge Village Town Hall was

built that year. It was raised to add a
lower level in 1908.

Woodward’s Hotel stood south of
the Cilley barn across from Elaine

Cilley’s house. It burned during the
Civil War and was replaced with the
Tunbridge House hotel next to the
Village Store. Another hotel was across
the street (before Route 110 was
widened and paved). 

The hotels did well, especially during
the fair. “The automobile was the down-
fall of small-town hotels,” says Euclid.

The Tunbridge Village Store, as it is
now known, was built in the 1830s. The
site was vacant until then, despite the
myth that Mormon prophet Joseph
Smith’s parents met at the store, where
she supposedly worked, decades before.

Euclid will share photos and more
tales from the Village during his talk.

To help raise funds for the North

Tunbridge Church steeple repair a spe-
cial one-night raffle of Vermont items
will be held.

Italian Settlers 3Connie Button and The
Shugarmakers and Friends will provide
the entertainment following the
Tunbridge Church Ice Cream Social on
Tuesday, July 10. The 8 p.m. musicale
will be held in the church. 

In addition to audience sing-along
numbers, Mary Beth Lang (with Patsy
Kline songs), Liz Mulvey, Rob Howe
and Janet Zug will perform.

Music & Ice
Cream July 10

Pot Luck 4

Pot Luck
Continued from page 1

Treasurer and Membership: 
Townsend Swayze 889-3234
Program Committee: Elaine Howe, 
Kay Jorgensen, Catherine Freese

Pre-1900 photo A .N . King & Son
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Everyone is invited to join the two
walks sponsored by the Historical
Society and Tunbridge Library. 

The History Mystery Walk will be
held on Sunday, June 10. Meet at the
library at 3 p.m. to carpool and join the
caravan to a historical spot in town
where Euclid Farnham will lead the
walk. It’s a mystery, so we can’t tell you
anything more. The rain date  is the fol-
lowing Sunday.

The spirits of Spring Road
Cemetery will come back to life for the
Oct. 21 Ghost Walk (rain date Oct.
28). This year we’ll return to Spring
Road to meet additional past residents
who will talk about themselves and
share some of the town’s history. Meet
at the cemetery at 1 p.m.

Mystery And
History By Foot

The Tunbr idge M yst ery Quest ion
Answer correctly and you will win the esteem of the Tunbridge Historical Society 

AND win a free year’s membership PLUS a free book of raffle tickets.
Be the first to call Euclid Farnham at 889-3458 and claim your prize. 

The next four people with the correct answer will win a book of tickets for this year’s raffle.

Last year’s Mystery Question stumped everyone. It was: Name the
location of the Tunbridge airplane spotting observation post during
World War II. And when it opened and when it closed.

Historical Society Euclid Farnham knew the spotting station well —
it was on a high pasture at The Crossroad farm where he lives. He
was a spotter, which was pretty exciting for a kid.

The federal government had a network of plane spotters on both
coasts out of fear that the Germans and Japanese (West Coast)
would attack. 

The Tunbridge spotting station opened in 1942. Euclid says it con-
sisted of a little building large enough for a cable, telephone, a cou-
ple of chairs and a wood stove. When the war ended in 1945 the gov-
ernment gave the building to Euclid’s father who used it as a baby
chick house.

For the first year and a ha lf vo lunteers fa ithfu lly trudged up the
h ill to take the ir turns watch ing the sk y. As interest waned the job
fe ll to Euclid’s mother, A lice , ab ly assisted by Euclid . He memorized
the silhouettes pub lished in a manua l that illustrated U .S ., A llied
and Ax is a ircraft.

He recalls that he learned the book completely “ waiting in vain for
the Messerschm itt Bf 110s to come over.”

Planes flew from various locations over Vermont on their way to
Labrador to refuel before flying on to Ireland. “ We had a lot of plane
traffic over Vermont,” Euclid says.

The most exciting moment came on June 27, 1943. Euclid was out-
doors when he heard and saw a B-17 in trouble. It was trailing smoke
and parachutes were dropping out of the plane.

Euclid raced inside to tell his mother who called the A ir Force
reporting station in A lbany. The plane crashed on Fish Hill in
Randolph, killing three airmen.

“Especially for a farm boy who’d never been anywhere, it was one
of the most exciting things that happened in our lives at that time,”
he recalls.

A fter the war the government gave Euclid’s mother a small award
pin. The pin and the airplane manual are now in the Historical
Society collection.

HereÕs t he quest ion:

Who surveyed Tunbridge in 1775 and what
happened to that person in his later life?

World War II Airplane Spotting In Tunbridge

The walks and talks are co-sponsored
with the Tunbridge Library. All are
free and everyone is invited.

Tuesday, June 5, 7:30 & 8 p.m.
Euclid Farnham short program about
the Tunbridge Village Store 
Bill and Fran Johansen slide program
on ÒThe Italian Settlement in BethelÓ 
At the Library

Sunday, June 10, 3 p.m. 
(rain date June 17)
History Mystery Walk
Meet at the Library

Saturday & Sunday, June 23 & 24,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Vermont History Expo 
Tunbridge Fairgrounds

Tuesday, July 10, 8 p.m.
Musicale with The Shugarmakers 
and Friends 
Tunbridge Church following the
Tunbridge Church Ice Cream Social

Tuesday, Aug. 7, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. 
Potluck supper with the Good Sam
Club at 6:30 p.m. followed by Euclid
Farnham slide program on ÒLater
Tunbridge: The VillageÓ at 7:30 p.m.
Tunbridge Fairgrounds

Sunday, Oct. 21, 1 p.m. 
(rain date Oct. 28)
Ghost Walk 
Spring Road Cemetery 

October to be announced
Annual meeting, Attic Treasures show
and tell, dessert social.
Selection of raffle winners, election 
of officers.

Tunbridge 
Historical Society 

Coming Events

Fran’s grandfather Lorenzo Peduzzi
was born in northern Italy where men
worked in stone carving and quarry-
ing for centuries. By 1896 he, his wife
and two children were in New
England, moving to various granite-
producing areas. 

The family settled permanently in
Bethel where a quarry for white granite
had been established north of the vil-
lage in the early 1900s. The family
grew to five children, Fran’s father
being the youngest.

The Italian immigrant families lived

in what became known as The Flats, in
small houses along Bridge Street off
River Street. The cellar holes of the
houses, which were destroyed in the
1927 flood, are still visible in woods east
of the bridge.

Lorenzo Peduzzi died of silicosis, the
respiratory disease that proved fatal to
many quarry workers, at the Windsor
Hall Sanitarium, now the Greenhurst
Inn, in 1918.

The Johansens’ presentation will
include photos and letters from Fran’s
Aunt Barbola, a world traveler and pho-
tographer who documented growing up
in Bethel.

The Village Store
The names A .N . (Aaron Nathaniel) King and M illard King, his son, were

synonymous w ith the Village store, which carried their name. Kings ran
the store for more than 50 years. Later owners included Charles Boardway
and Dyer Cilley (Dennis Cilley’s grandfather), who sold coffins upstairs.

A .N . King “ was a power in Orange County,” says Euclid. He owned
some 20 properties in Tunbridge, including part of the fairgrounds, built
the hotel next to the store, was president of First National Bank of
Chelsea, as was his son, and he was smart. Republican King had a long-
time Democratic employee so that as political adm inistrations changed
they could keep the appointed postmaster job.

Besides housing the post office, the store was also where residents
sent telegrams, paid phone bills, bought clothing and farm supplies and
gasoline, starting in the 1920s.

If you visit the Village Cemetery you’ll find A .N . King’s grave — he
wanted to be closer to God than anybody, and he is, w ith the cemetery’s
tallest monument.

Italian Settlers
Continued from page 1

Marsha Higgins & Euclid Farnham

Postcard of the Boardway & Cilley Store

                                     


